uutlict'iilb^cngct' 

Registered  at  G.P.O.  as  a  newspaper. 


Volume  22 


NOVEMBER,  1947 


Number  1 1 


ETERNAL     VALUES 

By  DR.  SIDNEY  B.  SPERRY 


DUEING  any  centennial  year  those 
people  involved  must  naturally  com- 
pare and  contrast  the  past  with  the  pre- 
sent, weighing  and  considering  change  and 
consistency,  eternal  and  temporal  values. 
Thus  it  must  be  with  Latter-day  Saints  one 
hundred  and  seventeen  years  after  the 
organization  of  the  church,  and  one 
hundred  years  after  the  first  members  found 
refuge  in  what  had  hitherto  been  considered 
a  barren  alkali  waste. 

"While  the  principles  of  the  Church  have 
not  changed,  the  applications  must  change 
if  the  Church  is  to  meet  the  challenge 
which  a  changing  civilization  imposes  upon 
it.  What  I  want  to  bring  especially  to 
the  attention  of  my  readers  are  the  values 
inherent  to-day  in  the  unchanging  teach 
ings  or  doctrines  of  the  Church. 

It  is  significant  that  a  new  low  point  has 
been  reached  in  the  decay  of  our  civiliza- 
tion as  a  whole  which  is  contemporaneous 
with  the  low  mark  that  religion  has 
reached  in  its  process  of  decay.  Many 
persons  of  repute  look  upon  religion  in  our 
times  as  an  obstacle  to  human  advance- 
ment and  happiness.  Certain  thinkers 
view  it  as  the  remnant  of  a  culture  long 
since  outmoded. 

The  student  of  religion  can  trace  fairly 
easily  the  constantly  diminishing  hold 
which  religion  has  exerted  upon  western 
civilization  from  the  end  of  the  medieval 
period.  Step  by  step  the  religious  view 
of  the   world  has  retreated  in  favour  of  a 


secular  view.         An  American  philosopher, 

Professor  Montague,  pointed  out  that  we 
are  now  facing  "  the  complete  seculariza- 
tion of  the  opinions,  the  practices,  and  the 
emotions  of  mankind."  That  statement 
was  made  before  the  recent  war.  In  view 
of  the  experiences  through  which  the  world 
has  recently  passed,  who  can  doubt  the 
essential  correctness  of  his  words? 

Through  the  years  thinkers  have  vigor 
ously  attacked — and  with  success — a  num- 
ber of  doctrines  considered  vital  by  the 
Christian   churches.  Nor   did   the   Bible 

escape.  The  study  of  religion  from  the 

standpoint  of  evolution  struck  a  hard  blow 
to  belief  in  revelation  and  the  unique  status 
of  Christianity. l 

The  net  result  has  been  that  a  great  sec- 
tion of  so-called  Christianity  is  completely 
indifferent  to  the  churches  or  what  they 
teach.  Many  have  come  to  beh'eve  that 
good  secular  education  is  all  that  is  neces- 
sary  for  their  well-being. 

In  connection  with  these  thoughts,  let 
me  quote  Professor  Kenneth  Latourette 
directly.       He  says  : 

Never  has  any  religion  [Christianity] 
been  so  devotedly  and  ardently  propa- 
gated over  so  large  a  proportion  of  the 
earth's  surface.  Yet  never  has  the  world 
seen  such  widespread  open  denial  of  the 
worth  and  validity  of  all  that  is  called 
religion  as  in  the  very  lands  ivhere 
Christianity  is  presumably  strongest  .  .  . 


For  references  see  page  14-"). 


138 


CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER. 


November,    ]<)I7 


Every  thoughtful  and  well-informed 
mind  must  have  perceived  what  is  hap- 
pening. The  rapid  acquisition  of  know- 
ledge about  their  physical  environment 
led  men  to  doubt  the  authenticity  of  the 
teachings  of  religion.  Simultaneously 

the  increased  mastery  of  man's  physical 
environment,  made  possible  by  this 
knowledge,  has  seemed  to  render  religion 
unnecessary.  2 

Christian  churches  have  tried  to  delay 
the  defeat  of  religion  as  best  they  can,  but 
the  results  have  been  none  too  convincing. 
Professor  Howard  B.  Jefferson  said: 

Liberal  Protestantism  has  sought  to 
avert  the  final  defeat  of  religion  by  a 
series  of  strategic  retreats.  It  has 
dropped  by  the  wayside  one  doctrine 
after  another  until  it  now  is  unwilling 
to  affirm  dogmatically  even  such  things 
as  the  existence  of  a  personal  God,  the 
assurance  of  immortality,  or  the  unique- 
ness of  Christ.  It  is  only  foolish  to 
maintain  that  the  importance  of  religious 
belief  has  not  been  almost  destroyed  in 
these  retreats.5 

By  reason  of  the  great  prestige  of 
modern  science,  many  genuinely  religious 
scientists  are  now  asked  to  give  pronounce- 
ments concerning  religion,  but  they  have 
no  concerted  programme  that  will  control 
the  situation  better  than  the  priests.  In 
short,  the  influence  exerted  by  religion  in 
the  modern  world  is  far  from  comforting  to 
one  who  really  cares  about  the  present 
scene. 

It  seems  quite  obvious,  at  least  to  the 
writer,  that  the  inability  of  the  churches 
to  command  the  respect  of  men  and  in- 
fluence society  at  large  is  due,  among 
others,   to  the  following  reasons:  — 

1.  Walter  Lippmann  pointed  out  that 
when  men  know  they  have  created  the 
image  of  God,  the  reality  of  it 
vanishes  like  last  night's  dream. 4  / 
like  the  way  in  which  my  brilliant 
colleague,  Dr.  Hugh  Nibley,  states 
the  situation  about  the  God  of  the 
churches:  God  has  become  a  shadow 
of  the  churches. 

2.  The  "•strategic  defeats  "  of  which 
Professor  Jefferson  speaks  reveal 
clearly  that  the  Christian  churches  in- 
volved  lack   divine   authority.  Had 


men  been  truly  conscious  that  their 
churches  were  guided  by  such  autho- 
rity, they  would  not  have  had  to  re- 
treat on  issues  involving  doctrines 
considered      vital      to      them.  The 

presence  of  divine  authority  in  tJie 
churches  would  have  prevented  tlie 
acceptance  of  false  doctrines.  There 
would  have  been  no  occasion  to  re- 
treat. True  doctrines  will  weather  all 
blasts  directed  at  them,  weather 
scientific  "   or  otherwise. 

3.  The  churches  fail  to  kindle  in  men' a 
warm,  deep,  abiding  faith  in  the  mis- 
sion of  Christ  as  the  Redeemer  of  the 
world.  Cold  history  and  criticism 
have  taken  the  place  of  knowledge 
gained  firsthand  through  revelations 
of  God.  It  is  hard  to  kindle  the 
souls  of  men  unless  each  may  obtain 
a  personal  testimony  through  the 
Spirit  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ,  the 
Son  of  God,  the  essential  facts  of 
whose  birth,  ministry,  death,  and 
resurrection  are  contained  in  the  Gos- 
pels. Men  have  to  be  convinced  as 
to  the  fact  of  the  saving  power  of 
Christ  and  him  crucified,  nor  can 
syllogisms  and  tradition  take  the  place 
of  the  ever-abiding  revelations  of  the 
Spirit. 

4.  They  are  unable  to  give  man  a  reason- 
able account  of  his  place  and  destiny 
in  the  universe.  The  lack  of  a 
spiritual  chart  and  compass  accounts 
for  much  of  the  chaos  and  confusion 
in  the  world. 

Now  let  us  look  at  some  of  the  values 
inherent  in  the  unchanging  doctrines  re- 
vealed by  God  to  Joseph  Smith  and  the 
Church.  By  "  values  "  I  mean  the  ability 
to  grip  men's  spirits  in  such  a  way  as  to 
change  their  way  of  life  to  one  more  in 
accordance   with   Christ's   teachings. 

Possibly  the  first  and  most  important 
doctrine  we  may  point  to  is  that  concerning 
the  nature  of  God.  The  Church  offers  the 
knowledge  to  men  that  the  Almighty  has 
been  a  man  also ;  that  is  to  say,  God  our 
Father  is  a  man  in  the  form  like  ourselves. 
He  is  not  a  shadowy  essence  or  a  philo- 
sophical abstraction.  He  is  a  resurrected, 
glorified,  exalted  being  with  a  body  of  flesh 
and     bones.      Spirit    courses     through     his 
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veins  instead  of  blood,  because  he  is  no 
longer  mortal.  He  understands  man  be- 
cause he  was  once  like  us.  Through  the 
eternal  ages  he  progressed  until  he  became 
God.  He  is  the  Creator  of  the  heavens 
and  the  earth.  His  power,  knowledge,  wis- 
dom, and  love  can  only  be  slightly  com- 
prehended by  us  in  our  present  estate.  But 
it  is  possible  for  us  eventually  to  compre- 
hend God  and  become  like  him  if  we  keep 
his  commandments : 

.  .  .  nevertheless,  the  day  shall  come 
when  you  shall  comprehend  even  God, 
being  quickened  in  him  and  by  him.  (D. 
&  C.  88:49.)  x 

And  he  that  receiveth  my  Father  re- 
ceiveth  my  Father's  kingdom;  therefore 
all  that  my  Father  hath  shall  be  given 
unto  him.  (D.  &  C.  84:38.) 

I  hasten  to  point  out  that  the  Christ  is 
like  his  Father.     He  is  in  the  image  of  his 
Father    and    has    received    of    his    fulness. 
(D.  &  C.  93:4.) 

In  response  to  a  spiritual  experience, 
Joseph  Smith  saw  God  and  his  Son  Jesus 
Christ  with  his  own  eyes.  He  prayed  and 
found  the  truth  —  at  least  the  elementary 
fundamentals  —  concerning  the  nature  of 
the  Almighty.  Moreover,  the  Lord  has  re- 
vealed much  in  addition  about  himself  that 
is  to  be  found  in  the  revelations  the  Church 
publishes  to  mankind.  The  Mormon  people 
think  of  God  as  a  loving  Father  who  could 
actually  put  his  arms  about  one.  He  is 
very  near  to  those  who  pray  to  him.  Many 
thinkers  not  of  our  faith  say  that  they  can- 
not accept  our  anthropomorphic  or  manlike 
God,  but  their  concepts  do  not  seem  to 
win  the  affections  of  the  general  run  of  men 
or,  unfortunately,  to  change  their  way  of 
life.  Sincere  believers  in  God  as  taught 
by  our  Church  have  the  inestimable  ad- 
vantage of  receiving  the  inward  testimony 
of  the  Holy  Ghost  concerning  him.  Only 
those  who  have  received  this  testimony  ap- 
preciate its  effectiveness. 

Another  unchanging  doctrine  of  the 
Church  of  great  value  is  that  which  links 
man  to  God.  The  Lord  has  revealed  that 
the  intelligence  of  man  is  self -existent.  It 
was  never  created.  Gut  God  did  create 
the  spirit  bodies  which  clothe  the  intelli- 
gences of  men.  In  this  sense  he  is  the 
very  Father  of  mankind.     He  it  is  who  is 


guiding,  directing,  and  helping  his  spirit 
children  to  progress  and  become  like  him. 
Our  sojourn  in  mortality  is  a  probationary 
period  in  the  great  scheme  of  eternal  pro- 
gress. What  men  do  in  this  life  will  deter- 
mine in  a  great  measure  their  destiny  in 
the  hereafter.  The  Church  from  its  found- 
ing therefore  emphasizes  the  extreme  value 
of  life  here  and  now. 

The  fact  that  we  consider  God  the  very 
Father  of  our  spirits  means  that  we  have 
an  exceedingly  high  conception  of  man. 
Indeed,  man  is  of  royal  descent  and  has 
dignity  and  worth.  Let  me  call  attention 
to  some  statements  concerning  the  supreme 
value  of  the  souls  of  men.  The  Lord  said 
to  Joseph  Smith : 

Remember  the  ivorth  of  souls  is  great 
in  the  sight  of  God;  .  .  .  (D.  &  C. 
18:10.) 

.  .  .  he  [God]  inviteth  .  .  .  all  to  come 
unto  him  and  -partake  of  his  goodness; 
and  he  denieth  none  that  come  unto  him, 
black  and  white,  bond  and  free,  male 
and  female;  and  he  remembereth  the 
heathen;  and  all  are  alike  unto  God,  both 
Jew  and   Gentile.     (II  Nephi  26:33.) 

.  .  .  we  see  that  God  is  mindful  of 
every  people,  whatsoever  land  they  may 
be  in;  yea,  he  number eth  his  people,  and 
his  bowels  of  mercy  are  over  all  the 
earth.     (Alma  26:37.) 

Another  doctrine  of  eternal  value  is  that 
God  is  willing  to  share  some  of  his  author- 
ity and  power  with  man.  He  is  the  concept 
of  priesthood  in  the  Church.  Men  who  are 
worthy  to  be  ordained  receive  divine  sanc- 
tion to  act  for  and  in  behalf  of  God  him- 
self: 

And  without  the  ordinances  thereof, 
and  the  authority  of  the  priesthood,  the 
power  of  godliness  is  not  manifest  unto 
men  in  the  flesh;  For  without  this  no 
man  can  see  the  face  of  God,  even  the 
Father,  and  live.     (D.   &  C.  84:21,   22.) 

This  power  which  God  gives  to  man  to 
act  in  his  behalf  gives  us  a  feeling  of  trust 
and  confidence.  Moreover,  it  ennobles 
man  and  helps  him  to  achieve  powers  of 
leadership  that  are  remarkable.     The  Lord, 
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however,  is  rightly  concerned  with  the  way 
in  which  it  is  exercised : 

.  .  .  the  rights  of  the  priesthood  arc  in- 
seperably  connected  with  the  powers  of 
heaven,  and  .  .  .  cannot  be  controlled  nor 
handled  only  upon  the  principles  of  right 
eousness.  That  they  may  be  conferred 
upon  us,  it  is  true;  but  when  we  under- 
take to  cover  our  sins,  or  to  gratify  our 
pride,  our  vain  ambition,  or  to  exercise 
control  or  dominion  or  compulsion  upon 
the  souls  of  the  children  of  men,  in  any 
degree  of  unrighteousness,  behold,  the 
heavens  withdraw  themselves ;  the  Spirit 
of  the  Lord  is  grieved;  arid  when  it  is 
withdrawn,  Amen  to  the  priesthood  or 
the  authority  of  that  man.  (D.  &  C. 
121:36,  37.) 

In  this  way  the  Lord  safeguards  his 
Church.  But  may  I  emphasize  here  the 
value  to  the  Church  of  a  man's  knowing 
that  he  has  divine  authority. 

The  Church  has  taught  from  the  begining 
that  the  future  destiny  of  man  is  clearly 
revealed.  "We  have  pointed  out  that  man 
existed  as  a  spirit  personage  before  birth. 
This  spirit  tabernacles  in  the  flesh,  where 
it  has  a  chance  to  gain  experience  and 
opportunities  not  given  before.  Men  have 
to  experience  temptation  and  learn  to  dis- 
cern between  the  bitter  and  the  sweet. 
The  results  of  men's  choices  will  condition 
their  status  hereafter.  The  Lord  has  re- 
vealed that  after  the  resurrection  from  the 
dead,  men  will  be  consigned  to  one  of  four 
different  kingdoms  or  states ;  these  repre- 
sent grades  and  conditions.  Since  men  do 
not  observe  the  same  standards  in  mortal- 
ity, they  will  merit  different  rewards  in 
the  hereafter.  The  work  of  the  Church 
consists  in  attempting  to  draw  all  men  to 
Christ  in  such  a  way  that  that  their  deeds 
here  will  merit  eternal  life  in  the  presence 
of  God.  The  marriage  relations  and  family 
connections  of  righteous  men  will  be  per- 
petuated in  the  hereafter.  Only  those  who 
fulfil  God's  requirements,  that  is,  who  re- 
ceive and  live  the  gospel,  will  have  that 
privilege.  All  others  will  receive  what  they 
were  willing  to  earn.  All  men  except  a  few 
who  deliberately  deny  the  Holy  Ghost  will 
enter  a  kingdom  of  glory.  The  exceptions 
will  enter  no  such  kingdom  bat  will  live 
with  Lucifer  and  his  hosts.  We  believe  in 
a  personal  devil  as  well  as  a  personal  God. 


One  of  two  more  illustrations  of  the  un- 
changing doctrines  of  the  Church  must 
suffice.  They  teach  that  all  spiritual 
blessings  are  based  on  law  ; 

There  is  a  law,  irrevocably  decreed  in 
heaven  before  the  foundations  of  this 
world,  upon  which  all  blessiyigs  are  pre- 
dicated —  and  when  we  obtain  any 
blessing  from  God,  it  is  by  obedience  to 
that  laiv  upon  which  it  is  predicated. 
(D.  &  C.  130:20,  21.) 

Such  a  statement  is  comforting  to  think- 
ing persons. 

The  Church  has  taught  continuously  that 
learning  and  knowledge  form  part  of  the 
gospel  of  Christ.  It  is  incumbent  upon 
Church  members  to  study  and  learn.  The 
Lord  says : 

Whatever  principle  of  intelligence  we 
attain  unto  in  this  life,  it  will  rise  with 
us  in  the  resurrection.  And  if  a  person 
gains  more  knowledge  and  intelligence  in 
this  life  through  his  diligence  and  obe- 
dience than  another,  he  will  have  so 
much  the  advantage  in  the  world  to 
come.     (D.  &  C.  130:18,  19.) 

We  may  sum  up  values  inherent  in  the 
unchanging  doctrines  of  the  Church  as 
follows : 

1.  They  teach  that  man  can  find  God 
and  understand  something  definite 
about  his  personality,  power,  wisdom, 
love-,  and  compassion.  The  Holy 
Ghost  may  give  each  worthy  member 
of  the  Church  a  personal  testimony  of 
these  things.  Such  testimony  holds 
the  Church  together  and  makes  men 
work  in  harmony  together. 

2.  God  shares  his  power  (priesthood) 
with  worthy  men  of  his  Church.  Thus 
he  produces  leadership  of  a  high  order 
among  men.  The  power  of  the  Church 
to  reach  for  and  hold  the  soids  of 
men  is  unusual. 

3.  Men  are  made  to  understand  their 
place  in  the  universe.  They  lived  as 
intelligences  before  they  were  born  . 
God  is  the  Creator  of  their  spirit 
bodies,  hence  their  Father  in  a  real 
sense;    their    life    in    mortality    is    of 

(Continued  on  page  146.) 
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A  RESPONSIBILITY  TO  TRUTH 

By  ELDER  J.   PAUL  JEWKES 


A  IS  members  of  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  in  this  dispensation  we  are 
undeniably  blessed  with  guidance  and 
inspired  leadership  that  remains  to  be 
rivalled  by  any  Christian  sect  to-day.  We 
have  only  to  examine  the  fruits  of  our  gos- 
pel to  be  convinced  of  that.  We  revere 
our  authorities  of  the  church  as  men  bear- 
ing the  Holy  Priesthood  and  being  led  by 
the  Spirit  of  the  Holy  Ghost  even  to 
revelation  from  Cod.  Furthermore,  with 
our  acceptance  of  brotherhood  in  this  gos- 
pel we  recognize  a  full  canon  of  scripture 
both  ancient  and  modern.  With  this  in- 
spirational leadership  and  recognition  of 
scripture  we  have  a  key  to  the  treasure  of 
truth. 

However,  we  must  remember  that  with 
such  truth  rests  the  responsibility  of  owner- 
ship. Let  us  all  individually  magnify  the 
truth  we  do  possess  so  that  our  light  might 
shine  for  all  the  world  to  see.  Still  we 
must  search  for  all  truth  using  that  which 
we  have  already  attained  as  a  basis  for  fur- 
ther quest.  Here  we  find  it  important 
not  to  deny  truth  when  found  as  a  tool  in 
the  hands  of  another.  Heaven  forbid  that 
any  of  us  will  be  misled  into  believing  we 
are  the  sole  possessors  of  truth  !  The  good 
things  of  life  and  the  assurance  of  heavenly 
exaltation  do  not  come  through  the  heri- 
tage of  written  truth,  but  they  come 
through  truth  embodied  in  our  lives  as  a 
power  for  good.  How  pitiful,  in  the  case 
of  a  recent  contact,  that  a  person  should 
be  so  self-righteous  (as  evidenced  by  the 
remark,  "  I  read  my  Bible  "),  that  they 
can  do  no  more  than  slam  a  door  in  your 
face,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  you  had 
barely  introduced  yourself  as  a  representa- 
tive of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ.  Can 
you  imagine  the  reception  the  Saviour 
might  receive  under  similar  circumstances 
at  the  hands  of  this  professed  Christian? 
We  only  expose  our  own  impiety  as 
prompted  by  a  very  shallow  concept  of  the 
gospel  when  we  can  be  accused  of  such 
bigotry. 

A  further  responsibility  to  truth  makes  it 
imperative  that  we  be  not  lulled  into  the 
gratifying  assumption   that  we;  are  chosen 


people  of  God  beyond  sin  and  suffering  and 
the  temptation  of  Satan.  Many  have 
used  this  excuse  for  an  abandonment  of 
their  faith  in  God  and  His  purposes.  None 
of  the  chosen  servants  of  God  have  ever 
had  the  obstacle  of  sin  with  its  tempta- 
tions removed  from  their  lives.       Nor  have 
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they  been  exempt  from  suffering  and  the 
trials  of  life.  We  may  recall  Moses  in  his 
complaint  to  the  Lord,  "  I  am  not  able  to 
bear  all  this  people  alone,  because  it  is  too 
heavy  for  me."  (Num.  11:14.)  Did  the 
Lord  lift  his  burden ?  No !  He  only 
alleviated  it  slightly  by  the  appointment  of 
seventy  elders  and  gave  Moses  the  spiritual 
strength  to  continue  in  his  task.  Then 
again  can  you  visualize  a  greater  test  of 
faith  and  courage  than  that  to  which  Job 
was  subjected  by  God  through  the  hand  of 
Satan?  Did   the   Lord   mete   out   such 

punishment  as  retribution  for  sin?  Only 
an  infantile  mind  could  come  to  such  a 
conclusion.  Here  was  a  man  being  tested 
of  God  to  prove  his  worthiness  of  a  bless- 
ing wherein  he  eventually  received  double- 
fold  of  all  his  possessions.  Let  us  all 
accept  the  truth  of  this  wonderful  Gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ,  embody  it  into  our  lives, 
and  thereby  bind  the  Lord  in  His  manifold 
promises  to  us,  His  children,  in  these  latter 
days. 
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THE    PLAN    OF    SATAN 


By  ELDER  ASA  T.   WHITE 


AFTEE  the  war  in  heaven  (Eev.  12 : 
4,  7-8)  when  Lucifer  and  one-third 
of  the  hosts  of  heaven  were  cast  down  on 
earth  as  spirits,  Lucifer  started  to  execute 
his  plans  designed  to  draw  more  of  man- 
kind into  his  fold  as  man  should  appear  on 
earth.  Initially  he  knew  he  must  deceive 
man  to  man's  true  destiny  and  the  true 
nature  of  God.  How  successful  he  has 
been  is  well  attested  by  the  flood,  the  cruci- 


Elder  Asa  T.   White. 

fixion,  and  the  state  of  confusion  the  worfd 
finds  itself  in  to-day. 

The  Scriptures  do  not  leave  us  in  doubt 
as  to  the  understanding  Adam  and  the  suc- 
ceeding Patriarchs  had  of  God  and  His  pur- 
poses. Enoch  walked  with  God  (Gen. 
5:24).  Satan  after  the  fall  of  Adam  and 
his  success  with  Cain,  sought  to  blind  all 
men  to  the  true  conception  of  God  by  his 
many  devices.  One  of  the  most  common 
of  these  schemes  was  to  hide  the  true 
Deity  behind  a  screen  of  false  gods.  This 
he  accomplished  by  using  man's  natural 
characteristic  of  hero  worship.  He  played 
on  great  men's  ego  and  led  them  to  set 
themselves  up  as  god.  Men  such  as  the 
Caesars,  Pharoahs,  Alexander  the  Great, 
and  Nebuchadnezzar  are  examples.  By 
this  subterfuge  he  was  soon  able  to  hide 
the  true  identity  of  God  from  recognition 
behind  the  rubble  of  idolatry. 


In  the  war  in  heaven  Lucifer  tried  un- 
successfully to  usurp  God's  power  (Moses 
4:1-4).  He  tried  to  proclaim  himself  as 
deity  but  failed.  Here  on  earth  he  con- 
tinues to  try  to  be  God.  Since  he  possesses 
no  material  body  and  wants  to  be  God  he 
must  either  make  the  God  that  man  wor- 
ships a  spiritual  being,  such  as  he  only 
would  fit,  or  a  God  that  is  non-existent. 
Otherwise  man  by  his  reasoning,  would  be 
able  to  see  he  was  wrong,  and  search  and 
find  the  truth.  Satan  must  be  able  to 
satisfy  man  and  keep  him  from  searching. 
Lucifer  knows  if  man  searched,  God  would 
reveal  Himself  and  he  would  lose. 

Soon  nearly  all  people  were  under  the 
organization  of  Satan.  Of  these,  all  had  a 
trace  of  the  true  religion  in  them,  but  they 
were  all,  of  course,  wrong.  The  last  people 
to  succumb  to  the  wiles  of  Satan  were,  of 
course,  the  Israelites.  We  know  by  their 
prophets  that  they  had  at  least  a  small 
understanding  of  God  and  His  workings. 
We  know  by  the  histories  that  they  began 
to  try  to  conceive  of  their  God  as  being 
like  the  gods  of  their  neighbours.  This  we 
find  they  accomplished  in  a  large  measure 
by  a  translation  of  the  ancient  Hebrew 
writings,  into  Greek.  They  tried  to  obscure 
all  of  the  troublesome  references  to  God 
as  a  personal  living  GOD  (Kohler — Jewish 
Theology,  pp.  74-76).  Thus  we  find  the 
whole  world  ripened  in  iniquity.  The 
Jews  were  so  corrupt  that  no  prophets  rose 
up  among  them  for  several  centuries. 

Just  as  these  people  were  ripened  in 
iniquity  Jesus  came  with  the  fulness  of  the 
Gospel;  but  because  of  the  hardness  of 
their  hearts  and  their  false  conceptions 
they  rejected  Him  and  His  teachings.  Thus 
we  find  the  Jews  had  all  rejected  His 
teachings  fully  and  this  gave  the  Gentiles 
an  opportunity  to  receive  the  gospel  that 
their  fathers  had  rejected.  Thus  many  of 
them  accepted  this  new  found  truth. 
Satan  was  not  unprepared  for  this  and 
moved  against  it  with  unparalleled  fury. 
And  soon  after  the  first  century  meta- 
physics (Greek)  once  again  held  sway. 
(Continued  on  page  147.) 


November,  1947. 


OUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER 


143 


MISSION  NEWS 


f~\  N  Sunday,  the  28th  of  September,  the 
^*f  Transvaal  District  Conference  was 
held  at  Kamah  and  it  was  reported  to  be 
one  of  the  finest  conferences  ever  held  in 
the  District.  The  District  Presidency  had 
much  pleasure  in  welcoming  President  and 
Sister  Sharp  and  their  family  and  also  all 
ten  of  the  Elders  now  located  in  the  Dis- 
trict. The  theme  of  the  Conference  was 
"  Our  Greatest  Individual  Kesponsibility." 
The  morning  session  included  very  inspira- 
tional talks  on  "  The  Eight  to  Choose  " 
by  Elder  J.  Paul  Jewkes,  "  Gospel  Ordi- 
nances Essential  to  Salvation  "  by  Elder 
Alan  Sharp,  "  The  Hearts  of  the  Fathers 
shall  be  turned  to  the  Children  "  by  Elder 
Ronald  Bowles,  and  "  Temple  Work  "  by 
President  June  B.  Sharp.  The  afternoon 
session  commenced  with  a  special  musical 
session,  a  solo  by  Elder  Jewkes,  a  number 
by  an  Elders'  Quartette,  two  numbers  by 
the  Elder  Chorus,  a  pianoforte  solo  from 
Chopin  by  Sister  Erma  Muir,  and  some  in- 
spiring selections  on  the  organ  by  Brother 
M.  Orton.  This  was  followed  by  a  baptis- 
mal service  at  which  Elders  Morgan  and 
Braithwaite  spoke.  Susanna  Elizabeth 
Brummer,  Lucas  Johannes  Brummer, 
Genevieve  Futter  and  Sheila  Zangerhouse 
were  baptized.  We  welcome  them  into  the 
Church  and  pray  they  may  ever  grow  in 
this  wonderful  Gospel.  The  concluding- 

session  in  the  evening  was  opened  by  a  talk 
on  the  theme  by  Elder  Rozsa  and  a  final 
address  by  Sister  and  President  Sharp.  A 
total  of  three  hundred  and  sixty  people 
attended  the  meetings  of  the  day  and  they 
all  expressed  the  strength  and  comfort  they 
gained  from  their  attendance. 

The  Transvaal  District  Presidency  visited 
all  of  the  Branches  during  the  past  month 
and  with  the  assistance  of  some  of  the 
missionaries  held  special  meetings  in  Pre- 
toria, in  the  form  of  a  Branch  Conference, 
and  in  Edenvale,  Vereeniging,  and  Benoni. 
The  meeting  in  Vereeniging  was  the  largest 
ever  held  there  and  the  meeting  in  Benoni 
was  held  in  the  home  of  Brother  and  Mrs. 
Peter  Kelly. 

It  seems  the  Elders  are  being  troubled 
with  an  epidemic  of  operations.  Elder 
Berlin   started   it  off  with   an   appendicitis 


operation  which  has  given  him  quite  a  bit 
of  trouble,  but  we  are  now  happy  to  report 
he  is  much  better  and  is  recuperating  at 
the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister  Duncan 
and  will  soon  be  back  to  work.  Next, 

Elder  Jewkes  had  a  tonsilectomy  which 
was  very  successful,  and  now  we  hear  that 
Elder  Rozsa,  not  to  be  outdone,  is  resting 
in  a  hospital  following  an  appendicitis 
operation  also.  From  all  reports  he  is  get- 
ting along  very  well  and  we  wish  him  a 
speedy  recovery. 

Because  of  these  unforeseen  conditions  it 
was  necessary  for  President  Sharp  to  make 
some  changes,  and  we  now  find  Elder 
Bowles  working  in  Durban  with  Elder 
Thackery,  and  Elder  Alan  Sharp,  son  of 
President  and  Sister  Sharp,  is  working  in 
Johannesburg. 

With  the  recent  change  in  our  quota  of 
missionaries  in  this  land  we  are  happy  to 
report  that  already  we  have  received  in- 
formation that  ten  more  missionaries  have 
been  called  which  brings  our  total  called 
and  present  to  fifty-eight.  More  should 
be  forthcoming  any  day  now. 

In  a  letter  we  recently  received  from 
Bro.  and  Sister  Douglas  Charsley  in  Ndola, 
Northern  Rhodesia,  we  are  very  happy  to 
hear  of  the  baptism  of  Sister  Johanna 
Corneilia  Jubber,  wife  of  William  Jubber, 
and  their  son  William.  From  the  letter 
we  are  also  happy  to  learn  that  the  group 
of  Saints  there  are  very  active  in  their 
Sunday  School  work  and  are  progressing 
very  well.  It  is  indeed  heartening  to  hear 
how  the  members  of  this  Church  can  cam- 
on  so  successfully  in  spite  of  small  num- 
bers and  living  in  distant  places.  It  is 
just  another  fruit  of  this  Gospel  and  an 
additional  testimony  of  its  truthfulness. 

Wedding  bells  rang  for  Sister  Minnie 
Louw  and  Mr.  George  Hutton,  of  Johan- 
nesburg, on  the  20th  of  September,  and 
we  want  to  wish  them  much  success  and 
happiness  in  their  lives,  and  may  the  bless- 
ings of  the  Lord  attend  them. 

We  are  sorry  to  hear  of  the  birth  and 
death  of  the  son  born  to  Sister  and  Mr. 
Reg.  Muller,  of  Ramah.  The  baby  was 
born  on  the  29th  of  September  and  died  on 
the  30th. 
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On  the  5th  of  October  the  Hamuli 
Branch  had  the  privilege  of  Messing  Cheiv 
Dee  Ninow  and  Christian  Cevin  Bruce 
Copeland. 

From  Durban  we  hear  of  the  baptism  <>l 
Daphne  Bosse,  Dale  Fagan  and  Gwen 
Ingram.  We   are  happy   to  hear   about 

these  new  baptisms  and  we  hope  and  trust 
■that  the  testimonies  of  these  three  shall 
always  grow,  and  that  their  activity  in  the 
church  shall  ever  increase.  Word  was  also 
received  of  the  birth  of  a  lovely  baby  girl 
to  Mr.  and  Sister  Cecil  Wiblin.  Brother 
Charles  Bosse  has  been  set  apart  as  Second 
Counsellor  in  the  Sunday  School  Superin- 
tendency.  The  Sunday  School  has  been 
.growing  and  showing  fine  progress  recently. 
The  Sunday  School  held  a  very  fine  beetle 
drjye  on  the  6th  of  September.  The  Choir 
in  Durban,  under  the  direction  of  Sister 
Val  Hancock,  has  been  improving  greatly 
in  spite  of  not  having  an  organ  or  piano  to 
work  with  and  because  of  their  diligence 
a,nd  determination,  an  organ,  which  has 
been  used  at  Cumorah,  has  been  sent  to 
them  and  we  hope  that  it  will  give  the 
.choir  more  inspiration  and  intensify  their 
Sfesire  to  greater  effort. 

We  also  hear  of  the  marriage  of  Brother 
Dennis  Schubach  and  Miss  Olive  Alice 
Goodwin  on  the  6th  of  September.  May 
success  and  happiness  always  be  theirs. 

liecent  news  tells  us  that  Bro.  Lozzy 
Hayden  and  family  have  moved  from 
{Ramah  to  Durban. 

Since  the  last  issue  the  following  babies 
and  children  have  been  blessed  at 
Oumorah :  Ann  Peabody  Booth,  daughter 
of  Bro.  and  Sister  Ernest  Booth,  Frederick 
Jakins,  son  of  Bro.  and  Sister  Eric  Jakins, 
and  Dalene,  Alamein,  and  Neville  Winston 
;Butt,  children  of  Bro.  and  Sister  Francis 
'Butt.       Zion  is  growing. 

On  October  11th  Cumorah  baseball  team 
got  back  into  action  again  for  the  first  time 
i since  the  Elders  left  in  1940.  They  played 
against  the  University  of  Cape  Town  team 
tin  the  Piondebosch  diamond,  and  though 
the  score  ended  up  7  to  1  in  favour  of  the 
^University  boys,  more  life  and  spirit  was 
present  on  the  field  than  there  has  been 
for  some  time.  Many  old  fans  came  to 
,  the  .game  and  are  pulling  just  as  hard  as 
the  members  are.     The  team  is  rapidly  im- 


proving and  as  the  season  progresses  it  is 
felt  that  the  chanpes  of  a  good  outcome  for 
the  season  are  excellent. 

We  are  happy  to  announce  the  baptism 
of  Gilbert  Osborne  here  at  Cumorah  on 
Sunday,  October  12,  and  we  sincerely 
hope  and  pray  he  will  continue  to  grow 
and  gain  in  knowledge  and  testimony  as 
rapidly  as  he  has  in  the  past  few  months-. 

The  Mutual  held  a  welcoming  party  for 
Sister  Poulter  on  Tuesday,  the  7th  of  Octo- 
ber, which  turned  out  to  be  quite  a  surprise 
for  both  she  and  Elder  Poulter.  Everyone 
thoroughly  enjoyed  themselves. 

On  Friday,  October  24th,  a  Variety  Show 
Concert  was  sponsored  by  the  Cumorah 
baseball  team  for  the  raising  of  funds  for 
the  team  and  it  turned  out  to  be  a  fine 
success.  Mrs.  Claire  Phillips  was  in 
charge  of  the  show  and  we  wish  to  thank 
her  again  for  her  kindness  in  putting  this 
show  on  for  us. 

We  welcome  to  South  Africa  four  more 
missionaries  who  arrived  aboard  the  Mason 
Lykes  on  the  28th  of  October.  They  are : 
George  Phillip  Margetts,  Kenneth  Holmes 
Mitchel,  Dayle  Fred  Jenkins,  and  Calvin 
George  Webb.  Elder  Jenkins  has  been 
sent  to  Durban  and  is  labouring  with  Elder 
Berlin  and  the  other  three  are  temporarily 
remaining  in  Cape  Town  and  are  working 
in  the  various  districts.  We  wish  them 
much  success  and  happiness  in  their  work. 

The  annual  Eelief  Society  bazaar  at 
Cumorah  was  held  Saturday,  November 
1st,  and  was  a  huge  success.  A  large 
crowd  remained  throughout  the  day  pur- 
chasing from  the  many  beautiful  stalls,  a 
delicious  meal  was  served,  refreshments  of 
all  kinds  were  to  be  had,  a  show  enter- 
tained both  young  and  old,  and  by  the  time 
the  day  was  over  the  bazaar  had  brought 
more  in  than  any  previous  bazaar  that  has 
ever  been  held  at  Cumorah.  Our  hats  are 
off  to  the  Eelief  Society  and  all  who  helped 
make  the  bazaar  a  success. 

We  are  sorry  to  report  that  the  Cumorah 
baseball  team  hasn't  had  quite  the  success 
in  their  field  as  the  Belief  Society  has  bad 
in  theirs,  suffering  three  defeats.  How- 
ever, with  each  game  they  have  improved 
immensely  and  everyone  is  looking .forward 
to  the  big  change  that  is  bound  to  cpme. 
The  spirit  of  the  team  is  on  top. 
(Continued  on  p^ige  147,)   . 
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Sunday  School  Sacrament  Gem 

and    Concert    Recitations    for 
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Sacrament  Gem 

How  sweet  communion  is  on  earth 
With  those   who've  realized   the   birth 
Of  water — who  the  spirit's  power 
Receive  in  genial  quick 'ning  shower! 

Gospel   Doctrine 

For  as-  the  Father  hath  life  in  himself, 
so  hath  he  given  to  the  Son  to  have  life 
in  himself;  And  hath  given  him  authority 
to  execute  judgment  also,  because  he  is 
the   Son  of  man.     John  5:26-27. 

Gospel   Message 

And  if  you  do  these  last  commandments 
of  mine,  which  I  have  given  you,  the  gates 
of  hell  shall  not  prevail  against  you ;  for 
my  grace  is  sufficient  for  you,  and  you  shall 
be  lifted  up  at  the  last  day. 

D.  and  C.  17:8. 

Seniors 

Judge  not,  and  ye  shall  not  be  judged  : 
condemn  not,  and  ye  shall  not  be  con- 
demned:  forgive,  and  ye  shall  be  forgiven. 

Luke  6:37. 

Juniors 

For  the  word  of  the  Lord  is  truth,  and 
whatsoever  is  truth  is  light,  and  whatso- 
ever is  light  is  Spirit,  even  the  Spirit  of 
Jesus  Christ.       D.  and  C.  84:45. 

Intermediate  Classes 

i    God  is  our  refuge   and  strength,    a  very 
present  help  in  trouble.     Psalms  46:1. 

Primary 

>For  whom  the  Lord  loveth  he  correcteth  ; 
even  as  a  father  the  son  in  whom  he 
delighteth.       Proverbs  3:12. 

Kindergarten 

God,    our  Father,    made  the   night, 
-Made  the  moon  and  stars  so  bright; 
:    "  All  the  clouds  so  far  away, 

The  shining  sun  and  the  golden  day. 


RELIEF    SOCIETY    CORNER 

Ida  G.   Sharp 

AMERICAN   LEMON  PIE  AND 
FILLING. 

This  is  a  substitute  pie  shell  while  we 
have  no  white  flour. 

1  package  Georgie  Porgy  Pastry  Flour 
(3  cups). 

1  teaspoon  salt. 
4;  lb.   shortening. 

Add  salt  to  flour  and  cut  shortening  in 
with  a  knife  in  small  pieces.  Add  just 
enough  ice  cold  milk,  slowly,  a  little  ;it  ;i 
time,  stir  in  gently  with  a  knife  or  fork  to 
hold  mixture  together.  Poll  out  very  thin 
on  floured  board.  Place  on  pie  tin  and 
prick  with  a  fork  a  few  times  in  the  centre 
and  round  the  sides.  Bake  in  a  hot  oven 
about  400°  until  light  brown.  This  takes 
just  a  few  minutes.  This  amount  makes 
five  pie  shells. 

LEMON  PIE  FILLING. 
Juice  and  rine  of  one  lemon. 
1^  cups  of  hot  water. 

2  heaping  teaspoons  of  corn   flour. 
Butter  the  size  of  a  walnut. 

2  egg  yolks, 
f  ciip  sugar. 

Boil  water,  sugar,  lemon  juice  and  rine 
together.  Mix  the  corn  flour  with  a  little 
cold  water  and  add  to  the  boiling  liquid 
mixture.  Cook  until  clear.  Beat  the 

yolks  and  add  to  the  mixture  and  cook 
about  2  minutes.  Add  butter.  Remove 
from  heat  and  pour  in  baked  pie  shell. 
Beat  whites  stiff  and  add  four  level  table- 
spoons of  sugar  or  icing  sugar.  Stir  until 
smooth    and    spread    over    filling.  This 

amount  makes  filling  for  one  pie.  Brown 
the  meringue  very  slowly  about  250°  to 
300°.  These    pie    shells    can    be    baked 

before  hand  and  ready  for  use  and  save 
time. 

REFERENCES  TO    "  ETERNAL    VALUES." 

1  See  Howard  B.  Jefferson,  "The  Role  of 
Religion  in  a.  Changing  American  Culture." 
Journal   of  Religion,   XVI,   59. 

2  Ibed,  "Have  We  Passed  the  Age  of  Re- 
ligion? "  XVI,  423,  424. 

3  Op.  cit,,  59. 

4  A  Preface  to  Morals  (New  York :  The  Mric- 
niillan  Co.,  1929),  p.  .%. 

5  Op.  cit.,  p.  36. 
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LET    US    PRAY 

By  PRESIDENT  ALMA  SONNE 


PRAYER  is  a  manifestation  of  faith. 
Every  spiritual  truth  and  all  religious 
attainments  have  been  achieved  through 
prayer.  It  is  an  avenue  of  enlightenment. 
People  who  pray  find  peace  and  security 
for  their  souls.  Prayer  cleanses  the  heart 
and  purifies  the  mind.  It  gives  God  an 
opportunity.  No  man's  life  is  complete 
without  the  spiritual  food  provided  through 
prayer. 

Prayers  are  answered.  Humble  people 
who  have  turned  to  God  in  times  of  dan- 
ger and  emergency  have  found  strength, 
courage,  and  protection. 

In  his  deepest  distress  man  cries  to  Go  I 
for  deliverance.  "  I  have  been  forced  to 
my  knees  with  the  overwhelming  conviction 
I  had  nowhere  else  to  go,"  said  Lincoln. 
George  Washington,  the  father  of  his 
country,    prayed   at   Valley   Forge.  The 

British  people  prayed  during  the  battle  of 
Dunkirk.  In  his  utmost  extremity  man 
is  helpless  and  hopeless  without  God. 
Thoroughly  humbled,  he  kneels  in  prayer 
and  comes  away  triumphant.  He  does 
what  is  humanly  impossible.  Prayer  has 
given  stimulus  and  effectiveness  to  his 
strivings. 

Jesus  urged  his  followers  to  "  pray  al- 
ways, that  ye  may  be  accounted  worthy 
to  escape  all  these  things  that  shall  come 
to  pass."  Every  life  is  beset  with 
temptations   and  difficulties.  Humanity 

is  on  the  brink  of  despair  and  disillusion- 
ment. God's  children  are  groping  in 
darkness  because  they  have  refused  guid- 
ance from  the  source  of  all  light  and  in- 
telligence. 

No  one  who  has  travelled  through  the 
countries  of  Europe  in  recent  months  is 
blind  to  the  distress  which  covers  these 
lands.  Mankind  is  confused  and  be- 
wildered. Nations  are  sinking  into  a  state 
of  economic,  moral  and  spiritual  prostra- 
tion. Family  life  is  being  disrupted;  the 
moral  fibre  of  men  and  women  is  weaken- 
ing; churches  are  empty;  spirituality  is  at 
a  low  ebb ;  economic  stability  is  threatened ; 
governments  are  in  jeopardy  and  the  world 


is  sick  with  fearful  doubts  and  endless  mis- 
givings. "What  is  the  answer  to  these 
haunting  uncertainties?  What  is  the  con- 
clusion to  be  reached  from  such  a  dis- 
heartening picture?  Is  it  not  that  man 
without  God  has  failed?  Is  it  not  an  in- 
dictment against  the  infidelity  and  scepti- 
cism of  a  Godless  and  self-sufficient  world? 
The  answer  is,  now  and  always,  return 
to  God  and  "  worship  him  that  made 
heaven,  and  earth,  and  the  sea,  and  the 
fountains  of  water"  (Rev.  14:7).  The 
hour  has  come  to  restore  simple  worship, 
family  devotion  in  the  home,  a  prayerful 
approach  to  daily  problems,  the  landmarks 
of  faith,  and  a  sense  of  God's  eternal  laws. 
There  is  no  other  alternative.  It  is  the 
one  remaining  solution  to  the  moral  and 
spiritual  crisis  which  exists. 

When  the  Master  gathered  His  disciples 
at  the  foot  of  the  Mount  and  delivered  His 
magnificent  Sermon,  He  taught  them  how 
to  pray.  "  Enter  into  thy  closet,"  said 
He,  "  and  when  thou  hast  shut  the  door, 
pray  to  thy  Father  which  is  in  secret;  and 
thy  Father  which  seeth  in  secret,  shall  re- 
ward thee  openly  "  (Matt.  6:6).  '  Prayer 
is  a  personal  communion  with  God.  It  is 
the  pathway  to  power.  It  is  the  road  to 
deliverance. 

Eternal  Values — From  page  140. 

ivorth  and  determines  in  great 
measure  their  destiny  hereafter.  More- 
over, if  man  pays  the  price,  he  may 
become  as  God.  The  souls  of  men 
are  of  great  worth  to  the  Almighty. 
The  value  of  service  to  each  other  is 
stressed  among  men  for  obvious 
reasons. 

4.  Light  and  knowledge  is  emphasized 
among  Church  members.  The  value 
of  schools  and  education  is  highly 
regarded.     The  truth  makes  men  free. 

In  conclusion  I  may  call  attention  to  the 
fact  that  the  Mormon  people  can  testify 
concerning  the  truthfulness  of  Walter 
Lippman's  statement  that  "  when  the 
truths  of  religion  have  lost  their  "connection 
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with  a  superhuman  order,  the  cord  of  their 
life  is  cut."5  Hence,  to  Latter-day  Saints 
the  religion  •  that  had  such  dynamic  force 
as  to  carry  them  from  verdant  valleys  to 
sandless  wastes  has  maintained  that  force 
to  such  an  extent  that  they  can  go  into  any 
country  in  the  world  and  retain  with  com- 
plete integrity  their  .faith  in  the  undying 
principles  of  the  Church. 

From  Improvement   Era 

The  Plan  of  Satan. — From  page  142. 

Thus  Satan  by  his  aggressive  and  op- 
pressive nature  gained  a  seeming  victory 
over  men  (Rev.  13:7  and  II  Thess.  2:1-12) 
at  first  but  with  Christ  came  a  knowledge 
that  Satan  could  not  destroy.  The  abuses 
that  he  influenced  man  to  use  in  his 
desperation  eventually  sickened  man  of 
Lucifer's  ways.  This  rebellion  gave  man 
a  freedom  of  thought  he  had  not  known  for 
many  generations.  This  caused  man  to 
search  for  truth,  in  his  searching,  eventu- 
ally a  man  came  whom  God  could  and  d-d 
reveal  His  will  to  for  the  last  time.  Thus 
we  find  in  the  last  days  a  light  breaking 
forth  to  save  the  world  from  utter  destruc- 
tion. 

Lucifer  saw  the  light  coming  forth  and 
sought  to  destroy  it,  but  the  spark  he  had 
not  been  able  to  destroy  before  told  the 
difference.  His  only  hope  now  was  to 
again  camouflage  the  truth  among  many 
organizations.  In  this  he  used  from  very 
little  to  a  great  percentage  of  the  truth 
but  each  was  designed  to  satisfy  man's 
desire  for  knowledge  of  God  and  keep  him 
from  the  true  deity. 

We  see  that  Satan  has  pulled  man  all 
directions  from  the  true  and  living  God. 
He  has  led  man  to  believe  that  God  was 
natural  phenomenon  (sun,  moon,  wind, 
etc.).  He  also  taught  the  other  extremes 
such  as  a  God  without  body  parts  or 
passions  or  so  small  He  could  dwell  in  your 
heart  yet  so  large  that  He  could  fill  the 
universe. 

The  true  Deity,  of  course,  is  in  the 
middle  of  the  road.  He  created  man  in 
His  likeness  and  His  image,  male  and 
female  created  He  them  (Gen.  1  :26,  27). 
Adam  begat  sons  in  his  likeness  and  image 
(Gen.  6:1-3).  Thus  all  men  are  in  the 
likeness  and  image  of  God.       Jesus  Christ 


was  God  revealed  to  man  and  is  a  Cod 
(John  1:1-4  and  14).  Jesus  had  a  body 
and  lived  among  men.  Christ's  Body  was 
physically  tangible  when  resurrected  (Luke 
24:39-42).  Christ's  body  was  still  tangible 
when  last  seen  by  man.  Did  not  Christ 
come  to  show  us  that  the  body  would  be 
resurrected  and  are  we  to  believe  thai  His 
sacrifice  was  for  something  which  Fir  Him- 
self had  no  need? 

How  long  can  rolling  waters  remain  im- 
pure? What  power  can  stay  the  heavens? 
As  well  might  man  stretch  forth  his  puny 
arm  to  stop  the  Missouri  River  in  its 
decreed  course,  or  to  turn  it  up  stream,  as 
to  hinder  the  Almighty  from  pouring  down 
knowdedge  from  Heaven  upon  the  heads  of 
the  Latter-day  Saints.  (D.  and  C.  121:33.) 

Mission  News. — From  page  144. 

A  District  Conference  was  held  at 
Cumorah  on  Sunday,  the  28th  of  October, 
which  brought  much  spiritual  enjoyment  to 
all  who  attended.  The  morning  session  was 
filled  with  musical  numbers  with  a  selec- 
tion from  a  chorus  made  up  of  the  children 
in  the  Northern  Suburbs,  a  solo  by  Elder 
Poulter  who  was  accompanied  by  Sister 
Poulter,  two  numbers  by  the  Junior  and 
Intermediate  Class  Chorus,  a  number  by 
the  Elders  Chorus  and  a  selection  on  the 
piano  by  Buddy  Helm.  Principal  speakers 
were  Sister  May  Rayner  and  Elder  Poulter. 
The  afternoon  session  was  a  testimony 
meeting  which  followed  a  very  inspirational 
talk  by  Brother  T.  Y.  Wilson.  In  the 
evening  we  were  all  inspired  by  the  fine 
talks  of  President  and  Sister  Sharp.  A 
large  crowd  attended  all  meetings. 

The  Ramah  members  enjoyed  a  wonder- 
ful Halloween  party  on  the  31st  of  Octo- 
ber sponsored  by  the  M.I. A.  On  the  24th 
of  October  the  officers  and  teachers  had  a 
grand  get-together  that  turned  out  to  be 
very  successful.  We  are  indeed  happy  to 
welcome  back  Brother  Evan  P.  Wright  but 
are  sorry  that  his  wife  Jean  and  his  children 
are  not  with  him.  Two  fine  halves  were 
blessed  at  Ramah  on  November  2nd,  Joyce 
Marguerite  Edith  Lunn,  and  Christian 
Kevin  Bruce  Copeland.  The  M.I. A.  spon- 
sored their  Green  and  Gold  Ball  on  Novem- 
ber 7th  and  it  turned  out  to  be  a  beautiful 
occasion  and  everyone  thoroughly  enjoyed 
themselves. 
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Without    Natural    Affection 


IN  speaking  of  the  last  days,  the  Apostle 
Paul  writing  to  Timothy  said,  "  This 
know  also  that  in  the  last  days  perilous 
times  shall  come.  For  men  shall  be  lovers 
of  their  own  selves,  covetous,  boasters, 
proud,  blasphemers,  disobedient  to  parents, 
unthankful,  unholy,  without  natural  affec- 
tion, truce  breakers,  false  accusers,  incon- 
tinent, fierce,  despisers  of  those  that  are 
good,  traitors,  heady,  highminded,  lovers 
of  pleasures  more  than  lovers  of  God;  hav- 
ing a  form  of  Godliness,  but  denying  the 
power  thereof." 

As  we  look  about  us  and  survey  condi- 
tions of  the  world  today,  we  can  see  how 
truly  this  prophecy  is  being  fulfilled,  how 
men  are  becoming  lovers  of  their  own 
selves,  covetous,  boasters,  proud  and  blas- 
phemous. We  can  see  how  they  are  be- 
coming truce  breakers,  false  accusers,  in- 
continent, fierce  and  despisers  of  those  that 
are   good.  We   can   see   how   many    are 

traitors  to  the  cause  that  they  should  have 
espoused,  how  many  are  heady,  high- 
minded-  and  how  many  love  pleasure  more 
than  love  God. 

One  of  the  worst  indictments  that  Paul 
sets  forth  against  the  people  of  the  latter 
days  is  that  they  would  be  disobedient  to 
parents,  unthankful,  unholy,  and  without 
natural  affection. 

Brigham  Young  at  one  time  recounted 
the  description  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith 
gave  of  the  night  visions  which  had  been 
opened  to  him  concerning  the  last  days. 
The  Prophet  also  saw  that  lack  of  natural 
affection  and  disobedience  to  parents  would 
be  common,  and  that  father  and  son  would 
oppose  each  other.  Said  Brigham  Young, 
"  He  also  saw  the  father  shed  the  blood 
of  the  son,  and  the  son  the  blood  of  the 
father,  the  mother  put  to  death  the 
daughter  and  the  daughter,  the  mother ; 
and  natural  affection  foresook  the  hearts  of 
the  wicked.  For  he  saw  that  the  Spirit 
of  God  should  be  withdrawn  from  the  in- 
habitants of  the  earth  in  consequence  of 
.  which  there  should  be  blood  upon  the  face 
of  the  whole  earth,  except  among  the 
people  of  the  Most  High." 

Joseph  Fielding  Smith  in  discussing  this 
matter    in    his    book    "  The    Signs    of    the 


Times  ".says,  "  Why  is  the  Lord  angry? 
Why  are  all  these  things  coming  upon  the 
world  ?  President  Young  said  in  this 
article  that  I  read,  and  the  Lord  says  in 
the  revelations  I  have,  read  to  you,  that  it 
is  because  they  have  turned  away  from  the 
gospel  of  Christ,  because  they  have 
rebelled  against  God  and  because  they  have 
refused  to  hear  the  testimony  of  those  who 
have  been  sent  to  preach  the  gospel  to 
them.  That  is  why.  They  have  rejected 
the    message.  The   nations    are   full    of 

iniquity." 

When  the  Lord  spoke  of  the  judgments 
to  be  poured  out  upon  the  earth  in  the  last 
days,  He  said  that  those  judgments  would 
begin  at  the  House  of  God  among  those 
who  professed  to  know  His  name  but  did 
not  keep  His  commandments.  Anciently 
when  the  Lord  gave  the  Ten  Command- 
ments, He  said  that  the  sins  of  the  fathers 
should  be  visited  upon  the  the  children 
unto  the  third  and  fourth  generation  of 
them  that  hate  me.  We  place  emphasis 
upon  that  expression  "  of  them  that  hate 
me."     He  said  that  He  would  show  mercy 

unto  thousands  of  them  that  love  me  and 
keep  my  commandments." 

Many  are  the  declarations  to  the  effect 
that  natural  affection  should  be  lacking 
among  the  people  in  the  last  days  and  that 
a  man's  enemies  should  be  those  of  his 
own  household.  Yet  among  the  Latter- 
day  Saints  condit:ons  of  this  kind  should 
not  exist.  The  words  of  the  prophets 
clearly  indicate  that  those  who  love  the 
Lord  and  keep  His  commandments  will  be 
blessed  and  that  natural  affection  will  not 
be  lacking  among  them,  and  that  if  we 
keep  the  commandments,  although  difficul- 
ties may  sweep  the  earth,  there  will  be 
safety  among  the  people  of  the  Most  High. 

Having  these  conditions  in  mind,  each 
one  of  us  should  ask,  Whom  do  we  follow? 
Do  we  follow  him  who  breeds  dissension 
and  trouble  even  among  the  members  of 
single  families  Or  do  we  follow  Ivm  who 
teaches  the  gospel  of  love  and  obedience  ? 
There  is  only  one  path  of  safety.  That 
is  keep  the  commandments  and  love  one 
another.  From  Descrrt  News. 
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